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" “THANK GOODNESS”

a4 SECASIRBSIHIER PAIS ~=BY. BRUCE “PELZ

This time it has been a little over two years since the last issue of

I PALANTIR, Again, the primary reasons for its non-appearance are lack
of material and lack of time. It is doubtful whether these lacks will be
eliminated in the future, so once again I urge you not to send in more
than the price.of one issue at a time -- especially since all back is-
sues are out of print, The ‘act this issue appeared at all is due to the
aid, assistance, and contributions of Dick Glass, Bill Glass, and Kathy
Huber, and I thank them very much.

The remainder of this editorial will be the basis for a speech I intend
to make at a panel discussion during the Tricon (24th World Science Fic-
tion Convention, in Cleveland, Septcmber 1966). Dick Lupoff, the panel
moderator, has asked me to represen- Teclkien Fandom......

wntrer - Golkien Yanoom ?

Organized Tolkien Fandom began in 1960, at the 18th World SF Conven-
tion in Pittsburgh, with the formation of The Fellowship of the Ring. It
was originally the idea of several Los Angeles science fiction fans, es-
pecially Bjo Trimble (then Bjo Wells), and Ted Johnstone. The original
plans called for quarterly publication of the Official Organ, I PALANTIR,
and for local branches of the parent organization, with membership in
the Fellowship to be based, once the organization got under weigh, on
knowledge of the Middle Earth works. The structure envisioned was simi-
lar to that of the Baker Street Irregulars, devotees of Sherlock Holmes.

It didn't work out that way, of course. I PALANTIR's schedule was
anything from annual to triennial: 1960, 1961, 1964, 1966. The Fellow-
ship, after holding another meeting at the 19th World Science BRicERiom. e
Seattle, 1961, found it didn't really have anything to discuss, so it
stopped meeting. All it could cffer its members for their $1 membership
fee was a printed membership card too big to fit in a wallet card-case.
That 1s stlll all 1t ‘offers.

The Fellowship sponsored awards for Tolkien art at the art shows of
the world science fiction conventions. Only twice was the award given --
at Pittsburgh in 1960, and at Chicago in 1962, For 1961, 1963, 1964, and
1965, though the award was available, nothing sufficiently outstanding
was entered in the art show, and the award was not given. Three years in
a row being too much of an indication of disinterest, the award has been
discontinued -- gt least for a while. The awards themselves -- an en-
graved goblet, a cross-stitch sampler, and a figurine of an Orc in bronze
-~ were better than most entries. (The figurine was actually part of an
entry: the winning entry at Pittsburch, a set of 9 bronze Middle Earth
figurines, later donated by the artist, Sidney Lanier, to a member of
the Fellowship, Bjo Trimble, who made the Orc available as an award.y

This lack of activity on the part of the Fellowship was, in a larse
part, the fault of the officers, myself included, who found they would



rather spend their time on other projects than on the Fellowship, because
time and money spent on the latter brought very little respbnse. The mem-
bership was quite willing to buy I PALANTIR and participate in any acti~
vity which was thought up, but no one had anything to offer in the way of
actually contributing to the thinking up or promu%gating of the activities.
Each of us == member and officer alike -- went his own way, advancing his
own appreciation of the Middle Earth works,

Then, within the last two years, these works suddenly Caught On with
a larger audience. The cause may have been the publication of the paper-
back editions, or it may simply have been Steam Engine Time for Tolkien.
Several fanzines devoted to Tolkien's works sprang up =-- and so did a new
fan organization, the Tolkien Society of America, founded by Dick Plotz
in New York, This Society has held quite a few meetings, and been addressed
by such notables as W. H., Auden, Phrases like "Frodo Eives!" have been
scrawled in the New York subways and printed on lapel buttons (in both
English and Tengwar or the Angerthas). Articles which were previously rel-
egated to a few fanzines now appear in nationally syndicated magazines --
%1keAthg Sgturday Evening Post! There is no doubt about it, J.R.R. Tolkien
as Arrived,

So where does this leave those who were the In-Group back in 19607
Well, we're still here, and we still enjoy the Middle Earth works. We
aren't very much of an In-Group anymore, gut there are quite enough In-
Groups in Science Fiction Fandom as it is, and we don't particularly re-
gret the expansion of this one. It is very nice indeed to have Tolkien
recognized and rewarded,while he is still alive, for these books we have
enjoyed so very much.

Appreciation of a writing or group of writings can, over the years,
grow, lessen, or stagnate., For those of us who have been around Tolkien
Fandom for seven years or so, we hope our appreciation has grown, But it
may have grown in several ways, It may have increased in serious criti-
cism, through finding more and more details each time a book is re-read;
it may have increased through assimilation of others' viewpoints on the
books. And in the choice of one of these two routes lies the fate of Tol-
kien Fandom.

The first route leads in the same direction that the Baker Street
Irregulars have taken = the microscope-like scrutiny of infinitesimal
detalls in the books, and extrapolation from these to the point of ab-
surdity. Along with this goes a proclivity for scholarly articles on the
influence of Tolkien on other authors (and, of course, of other authors
on Tolkien), and equally scholarly articles on what Tolkien really meant
in his books. I'm sure you've seen the same thing happen to other authors.
It can as easily happen to Tolkien,

The second route cannot be followed by the Ultraserious. It is only
for those who can go beﬁond the staid attitudes of the S8erious Enthusiast
to an appreciation of the non-serious (and sometimes even outré) attitudes
toward the Middle Earth works. This is not to say that one must agree
with these attitudes, any more than one must agree %0 an artist's concep-
tion of a character in the books. But there can be appreciation without
agreement -- one can see how and why someone else views the Middle Earth
works as he does, and one can admit the possible validity of these views.

It is quite possible that I am not the best regreaentative of Tol-
kien Fandom to be selected for a panel discussion; am quite certain
that Dick Plotz knows much more of what goes on among the Tolkienists of 5
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today than I do. But I have been in Tolkien Fandom since its inception,
and I have managed to advance my appreciation along the second route.
The Fellowship's official publication, I PALANTIR, is open to all view-

points. The first issue presented a Middle Earth history from Sauron's

viewpoint; the second pr~sented a cartoon comment and a folksong parody;
the third viewed the Lord of the Rings books from the standpoint of

making a movie of them; and the fourth has both a musical comedy and a

comic~-book illustration of a chapter of The Fellowship of the Ring. If
someone wants to try a verse-and-il’o Primer, or anything in that line,
he is welcome to send it along.

From what I have seen, there are today two distinct sections of
Tolkien Fandom, The Tolkien Society is wery serious -- and very good;
make no mistake about that -- and the Fellowship is either serious or
not, depending on the material presented to it. The Tolkien Society is
on a much larger scale than the Fellowship, but developmentally they
are where the Fellowship was in 1960. Where they go remains to be de-
termined.

The Fellowship is a part of Science Fiction Fandom -- it was begun
at a science fiction convention, its officers and the majority of its
members are participants in science fiction fandom. As long as the lat-
ter statement holds true, the Fellowship will remain in Science Fiction
Fandom. The Tolkien Society of America has never been a part of this
fandom, and there is no reason to assume that it will ever become so.

When the Society was formed, there was some talk of disbanding the
small amount of activity the Fellowship still has =-- activity consist-
ing mostly of members heckling the publisher of I PALANTIR to get out
an issue, and the publisher thinking up excuses and making half-hearted
pseudo-promises =-- and deferring to the more stately and imposing Soci-
ety. Apathy, more than anything else, prevented this from happening.
And for once I am happy to have been apathetic. I think there is still
a purpose to the Fellowship: it may serve as contact between Science
Fiction Fandom and that part of Tolkien Fandom which has no connection
with Science Fiction Fandom -- and it will continue to serve as an out-
let for the non-serious viewpoints on Middle Earth works

One part of Tolkien Fandom has never been in Science Fiction Fan-
dom; I doubt that you could ever get rid of the other part while it ex-
ists -- because that part has been in Science Fiction Fandom since be-
fore there was a Tolkien Fandom, and it not only should stay a part of
SF Fandom, it will.

So much for speech material. As for I PALANTIR dselfy if-is. for.the
most part a reprintzine these days =-- but the material reprinted has been
limited in its circulation, and it is doubtful that too many of IP's
readership will have read the originals. We gre still on the lookout for
original material, but with the increasing numbers of APAs and genzines
crying for material these days, most original material finds immediate
publication elsewhere, and must appear here as reprint.

One such reprint we had hoped to include was Marion Zimmer Bradley
Breen's Men, Halflings, and Hero Worship, a treatise in FAPA several
years ago which had been promised to IP, then held back until an attempt
at publication in a Little Magazine could be made. It has now been re-
printed in NIEKAS 16, 50¢ or 3/&if copies remain) from Felice Rolfe, 136C
Emerson, Palo Alto, Calif 94301. I regret that friction between myself and
MZB has resulted in loss of this excellent treatise to I PALANTIR.
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TrE BRIDEE OF ArAZAD-DUM-
AN EXPLANATION
BY RICHARD P L. GLASS

What do we have here, what does a comic book adaption of Chapter fiwvey Book IIL, of
The Fellowship of the Ring by J. R. R. Tolkien represent? To the purist Tolkien fans,
it may represent a blasphemy, 2 degradation of sacred ground. To Houghton Mifflin Com-
pany and the author hiimself it may represent violation of the copyright code and grounds
for a law suit. To an artist it may represent a peer attempt by an artist who has neg-
ligible understanding of the anatomy, drapery, perspective, or the medium used.

What it represents to the artist who perpetrated it is twelve months of dead ends
and inspirationy a challenge, the beginning of a dream, and a seed of promise for others.
It is summarized in the words to6 soon and hot enough; too soon in that the artist has
not had enough hite to familiarize with the work or enough artistic training to tackle
the challenge of illustrating a series of books so abundant in lyrical imagery and vis-
ual drama. It is one of the current dreams of the artist to be the E. C. Weyth of the
Ring Trilogy when he gains the skill to attempt the task. The promise held in the work
is that of perhaps the wider. distribution of Tolkien's classics without the loss of their
original beauty. Imagine what Hal Foster, to name one able cartoonist,could do with The
Hobbit and Ehe Lord of the Rings illustrating perhaps a chapter a month, or as a Sunday
Weekly similar to his Prince Valient! The beauty of the works transformed to a colorful

visual experience.

Wihat brought it about and how did it develop? From the start the project was fil-
led with error. The urge to illustrate the Tolkien novels manifested itself one day in
January of 1965 during the Dead week before finals. The scene which remained the most
vivid in the artistts mind was that of Gandalf Smiting the Bridge; however, not remem-—
bering enough detail to feel justified in doing that scene, he chose the battle at ¢
Balin's tomb. An 8%X1l ink drawing of a shaggy, hook-nosed orc dressed in short-sleev-
ed, tattered shorts mail leaping over the tomb pinning a smartly dressed little man
wearing tights, boots and a livery against the wall with his spear was the result. The
artist sent the drawing to his brother who replied that the picture was totally inaecur-
ate and supplied a quote of the paragraph in question and thumbnail descriptions of the
characters involved takeén from the council and departure at Rivendale. Feeling that
the paragraph had too much action to be represented in one picture, he did a two page
continuity in comic book style of the ( supposed. ) death of Frodo. When the artiist sent
this off to his brother, he received surprizing praise and a request to illustrate the
entire chapter for a friend who was publishing an amateur magazine devoted to Tolkien.

The reactibn to this request was a hearty, " Are you kidding?" but it was too late,
the seed had been planted , the challenge given along with a Xeroxed copy of the chap-
ter in question. Boromir, Aragorn, the basic Hobbit form from Frodo, and the orcs had
been established in the two pages completed March 15th, but what of Gandalf, Legolas,
and Gimli, let alone the cave trolls, Balrog, and locale backgrounds. The first page -
was laid out mainly as a character sketch of each of the major characters and to figure
the method presenting the narration and dialogue, Aragorn was visualized as tall, heroic
looking, long-haired forester-Robin Hood type yet noble. Boromir the blonde warrior
with military cut in both hair and beard. Legolas was a problem in iaking him slight and
bright like an elf without making him wnmanly. Gimli-~ with only an axe and a shirt of
chain mail to wrok from-- materialized as the dagk, worn, miner cast small yet sturdy



enough to build the dwar{ halls like Khazad-dum. Gandalf was a real worry, he had to
have the age and wisdom of a wizard and say "wizard"when one looked at him without look-
ing 1like Diney's Merlin; for this reason, I ( mistakenly ) discarded the pointed hat
clighe for & robe of a monk t¥De who studied magic for godly purposes The first five
pages were completed withing two wecks after the request had been received. Page six
was penciled but mot inked for some time as the artist felt that the entire thing should
be penciled before inking and he was having trouble visualizing the next scene which is
Gandalf''s magical fight at the door. Page eight was a problem in that a panel =stablish-
ing the new background of the 8econd Hzll of the First Deep and its layout was a puzzle-
nent. Tis was resolved during Laster vacation with confirences and preliminary sketches.
Viork was interrupted by finals followed by six weeks in a migrant labor camp which dead~
ened enthusiasm for angthing until the resumption of school. During the early fall sem-
ester pages nine and ten were produced as the problem of depicting the Balrog was sur-
mounted. About this time the artist learned that dwarves sport large forked beards and
that Gandalf has a waist length beard and a pointed hat-- the beard on Gimli was added,
but the artist was nol about to redraw the cntire ten pages for the sake of Gandalf,wlo
would"die" the following page. Again "Kh%D",os the artist called it, retired into dor-
mancy until he read Eeowulf ( Chas. . Kennedy trans. ) and discovered the reason for
the dragon's wrath in the second part of the pocem was very much like Bilbo in Smaug's
lair, Having done a color version o’ Gandalf smiting the bridge, the rekindled fire waos
enough to solve the layout problem so that page eleven would end with that scene; the
rest was dovm hill.

Out of the almost 80 panels, the artist is satisfied with only four; the hattle
at the tomb ( page 3 ), the panorzma of the Second Hall of the First Deep ( page 8),
the first panel with the Blaroz ( page Y ), and Gahdalf smiting the Bridge ( page 11 ).
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J RR TOLKIEN: A BRIEF SURVEY 21
AND A COMPARISON

by 000 WEIR

PROLOGUE : I wrote this study because I was asked to do so, not because I imagined
that I had any special knowledge or qualifications for the taske. It is an invidious
business to write about a man whom you have never even seen { though I have heard Prof-
gssor Tolkien described by several of his students ), and if I have, at any point, mis-
interpreted or misunderstood him, I am sincerely sorry.

Such errors as it may contain are entirely my own; such merits or virtues as it may
posess will serve, I hope, to magnify his, as some small retmrn for the very great
pleasure that his work has given both to me and to many others.

Arthur R. Wier, D.Sc.

"he great success achieved by Professor Tolkien's Trilogy, THE LORD OF THE RINGS,
among the most varied and diverse readers and critics, makes it clear that we have here
a genuine literary achievement which, unlike many, has had its merits recognized from
the onsete It is, accordingly, interesting to look more closely at the author, and to
see how far his qualificétions and background have assisted him in winning the success

which he has so notably attained.

The first step is to see what account he has given of himself, and for this we may
use the most obvious and easily-consulted of reference-books, WHO!S WHO, supplementing

it, where necessary, by University calendars. !

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien was born on 3rd. Januaby, 1892, so we know that he has
had a full life's experiende upon which to draw, and he served in the Lancashire Fusil-
iers from 1915 to 1918, so he is a man who sees waxr through the eyes of his own person-

al experience of it.

Then follows his @icademic carreer : Reader in English Language, Leeds 1920: Profes-
sor of“Eng}ish'Language, Leeds, 1924~5. Now this in iEself tel%? ﬁs’ much; tie énglzéss
language,with its dual origin, makes greater demands than almost any other upon the
learning of any man who sets out to specialize in it : English is fifty percent of
Latin origin, so that the English scholar must have a first-rateknowledge of Latin and
also of both the Northern and Southern forms of Old Frenc¢h, through which so many Latin
words came to us — and, since so many Latin words are of Greek origin, it will be well
for him to have a reasonable acquaintance with Greek as welle Another forty percent of
English is of Teutonic origen, so whoever sets out to be an English scholar must know
the 01d High German that was the lenguage of the hard-handed thick-skelled fighting far-
mers who swarmed over into the fertile and defenceless island of Britain during the fiféh
and sixth centuries; also since Britain suffered a second very considerable invasion by
Danes, Norse, Frisians, and Swedes during the ninth century, who even set up their own
" Dane-Law" territory with its own laws and customs ( which have strongly influenced
English Common Law and Parliamentery Govermment to this dayl ), the scholar had better
know the old Norse language as well, which has survived, little changed as the present-
day speech of Iceland. The remaining ten percent of the English language is of the most
miscellaneous origin, but so many Celtic words have survived in Latinized of Teutonized
forms that it will be as wegl for our scholar to be acguainted Wwith the old Celtic that
is the common denominator and origen of the modern Welsh, Erse, Gaelic, and Breton speech.

. Few of us who learn English as our mother—tongﬁe realize the richness and complex-
ity of the sourchs upon which we can draw, if we choose —- the features that give English



a flexibility, exactness and richness of imphied meaning that is at once the pride of
the English man of letters and the utter despair of the foreigner who is trying to
acquire a reasonable mastery of the the language.

The next entry is Rawlin.on & tosworth Professor of Anglo Saxon, Oxford, 1925--4%,
and this tells us tvhat by this date we have to do with a man who is already a fine scho.-
ar and who is recognized as such in the world of learning, since you do not atteih an
Oxford rfrofessorship at the age of 33 unless you are much more thas ordinarily well up
in your chosen branch of scholarship. Also, as part of hfs regualr worls, the holder of
this Professorial Chair will have to be intimately ncquainted with the heroic tales that
were the comnon heritage of the Norsemen and ®f the Northern Germans, and which,in their
Scandinavian form, gave us, as Lhe Horse "Sagas," some of the finest hero-tales of all

time.

The list goes on : Fellow of Pembroke College, 1926 -- L5 : Levérhulme Research
Fellow, 193L —-35 ( we shall see, later, to what thiés special piece of research led e
while finally and in many ways the most revealing of all, we have Andrew Lang Lecturer

at 3t. Andrews, 1939.

Ste. Andrews University delights to pa; honour to one of her most notable figures,
Andrew Lang, philologist, famous literary critic, and collector of folle-lore and fairy-
tales from all the countries of the earth -- the cditor and compiler of that splendid
set of books that the older of us remember from our own childhood, and for which nony
generations of children have blessed his name : ‘the Red, Yellow, Green, Blue, Violct,
fhite and Black Fairy B@oks, The Iied aud Blue 3ooks of &nimal Stories and the Red Bool:
of Romance. Here we had fairy-tales, hero-tales, animal-tales and the best of the rom-
ances from svery country on earth, English, Celtic, Norse, German, Frech, Italian, Slav-
onic, Indian, Persian, Chines, Japanese, Amerindian ard Pacific Island -- all most care-
full& and artistically re-tdld in style and language not too difficluit for reading
aloud to the six-year=old, yet interesting and exciting enough to hold the attention of
even the fourtcen-year-old, and 21l enriched with the most delightful illustrations that
ever rejoiced the heart of a child —- in which dragons, bears and lions were properly
huge and menacing, fairy princesses were beautiful beyond imagining, cnchented forests
had all manncr of delighifully horrible things peering out of their shadows and enchant-
ed palaces and castles were plcturesque and magnificent beyond beliefl That Tolkien
should have been chosen to lecture in memory of this man, of whom a critic well said
that, " he was never so much at home 25 on that ground which is the borderland between
lezend and history,'" was a most sigrilicant pointer towards his Tfuturc.

Next in order comes the list ol Tolkien's own publications, showing the sort o
work to which the man himself chosc to turn his hand : & Middle English Vocabulary, 1922
~- a sound scholastic start ; then, Co-ditor ( with E.V. Gordon ) of WSir Gawain and
the Green Knighu", 1925. Now this, again, is significant and revealing,for while tho
"Arthurian" legends are mostly d.awn rrom the Old und Mediaeval French tales, these, in
turn,are founded upon older legciids, many of then of Celtic origin — indeed the name
Gawain is itself Cetlic -~ and here we may remember the markedly Celtic sound of the
Elven-tongues that Tolkien deviged for his trilogy : CGlorfindel's relieved and enthus-
iastic greeting to Agagorn:

" Ai, na vedui, Dunadan ! iae govannen !

or the inscription that Ceclebrimbor cut ovir the hidden Gates of Moria. To any of us
who have cver lived for a little time in a ountry district in Wales, or who have been
in the Gaelis-speaking parts of Scatland, tiese words have a ring and intonation that
is unmnistekeable and familiar.

Next comes Chaucer as a Philologist, a Philological Society pamphlet in 193k, fol~
lowed, in 1937, by something that is almost certainly the outcome of his Leverhulne
Research I'ellowship, and which, from our point of view, is one of the most important of

leﬁﬁ zcadendc publications : Beowulf —-- the Monsters and the Critics.




Now even the most superficial acquaintance with the Beowulf legend is enough to
reveal it as the source book for inany of ti.» incidents of THER HOBBIL and of the RINGS
trilogy : the hideous " Thing in the Water® that guarded the West Gate of lioria, that
was the death of Oin and came near to bein. the deat h of Frodo, comes from the mosters
of the enchanthd lake in Bedw'lf. Beowulf's sword turning off harmlessly from the scaly
hide of grendel's mother gave us Boromir's sword turning on the hide of the great Civem
troll in horja ; dn the doadly strugzlc betvicer Beovymlf and Grendol's mother in the
caven at the bottom of the lake, thc invulncrable monster is »illed only by the spcll-
wirou g}t "'wnu of an enchented weapon from of old, snatched up by chance by tho hero from
anong the loot that litters her lair,and it is just such an enchanted weapon from of old
that cnables the valiant little hobbit, lMeriodoc Brandybuck, to hamstring and bring down
the terrible king of the Ringurdiths, who is invulnerable to ordinary weapons -~ and,
inmediately after, Merry's magic blade smolies and writhes and fades awey, just as Beo-

wulf's did in the hag's inhuman blood.

Smaug the dragon, in THE HOBBIT, and his bed of golden treasurc, iam no more than a
more detailed, and in some ways more terrilying,version of Beowulf's fire-drake and its
hoard of breauurc —- indeed in onc placc Tollidien has even<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>